
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (5
th

-MAY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

As irate protesters gathered near the house of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa in a desperate bid to 

highlight their suffering, the worsening economic crisis in Sri Lanka has possibly reached its crescendo. The 

Rajapaksas, who have dominated the political and electoral scene, face an unprecedented decline in their 

popularity, as the people struggle for want of adequate money, fuel and food. The roots of the crisis may not lie 

wholly in the policies of Mr. Gotabaya, who was swept to power in 2019 as President on a platform of strong 

leadership and decisive action, while his party, the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna, won a landslide in parliamentary 

elections a year later. The Rajapaksas did inherit some economic problems, while the pandemic cast a greater 

burden. However, the current administration is indeed responsible for some ill-advised populist measures such as 

a huge raise in the threshold for income taxes and VAT registration, leading to revenue loss. And there was a 

questionable order to move to fertilizer-free farming overnight, which led to loss of yield and drew sharp criticism. 

The chemical fertilizer ban has been rolled back, but its impact on food security remains. Yet, more than anything, 

what appears to infuriate the people is the perception of governmental apathy towards their plight, of denial of 

the existence of a crisis and the absence of a road map for economic recovery. 

It may be simplistic to summarise the causative factors behind the crisis as excessive borrowings at high 

interest rates and a putative ‘Chinese debt trap’. However, there is behind it a tale of economic mismanagement, 

profligate use of public resources, and possible mishandling of monetary policy. Sri Lanka, an island nation heavily 

dependent on imports, gains its foreign exchange through tourism, the export of garments and tea, besides 

external remittances. If the Easter Sunday blasts of 2019 set back its tourism sector, the novel coronavirus 

pandemic almost finished it off. The heavy-handed lockdown, overseen by a military-led task force, had severe 

economic consequences too, as livelihoods were lost, while earnings suffered. The country needs measures to 

shore up its foreign exchange reserves and the balance of payment position. India has extended assistance 

amounting to $2.40 billion, and China is also looking at further loans. The country’s past resistance to borrowing 

from the IMF may not last, and it may have to accept significant conditionalities for a bailout package. However, 

advocating that the people tighten their belts and suffer a little more may not work. The President should 

acknowledge both the depth of the crisis and the rising public disenchantment. What his country needs is 

empathetic leadership and decisive measures to halt the downward spiral. 

 

 irate (adjective) – angry, very angry, furious, 

infuriated, enraged, fuming. 

 desperate (adjective) – last-ditch, last-resort, last-

minute, final; futile, hopeless; urgent, pressing, 

compelling, crying. 

 bid (noun) – attempt, effort, endeavour/try. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

underscore. 

 worsen (verb) – aggravate, intensify, increase, 

make worse, compound. 

 economic crisis (noun) – a period in an economic 

cycle in which an economy faces difficulties for a 

long time. 

 crescendo (noun) – peak, top, high point. 

 scene (noun) – area of interest, field of interest, 

domain, sphere, territory 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 

 for want of (phrase) – due to a lack of (something). 

 root (noun) – source, origin, reason. 

 lie (verb) – be present, exist. 

 wholly (adverb) – completely, totally, entirely/fully. 

 swept past participle of sweep (verb) – to win a 

contest/election completely. 

 decisive (adjective) – resolute, firm, determined. 

 landslide (noun) – decisive (victory), runaway 

(victory), overwhelming majority. 

 inherit (verb) – receive from a predecessor (former 

owner). 

 cast (verb) – cause. 

 burden (noun) – problem, worry, affliction, 

difficulty, misfortune. 

 administration (noun) – government, ministry, 

regime, authority, leadership, management. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 ill-advised (adjective) – ill-considered, ill-judged, 

misguided, badly planned. 

 populist (adjective) – relating to the politicians who 

claim that they are representing the 

common/ordinary people. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 threshold (noun) – it is an amount, level, or limit of 

something. Once the threshold is reached, 

something else happens or changes; lower limit, 

starting point, point of entry. 

 value-added tax (VAT) (noun) – a consumption tax 

that is levied on a product repeatedly at every point 

of sale at which value has been added. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 
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 overnight (adverb) – instantly, promptly, 

immediately, suddenly, quickly; swiftly, 

expeditiously. 

 yield (noun) – gain, return, dividend, reward. 

 drew past tense of draw (noun) – attract, invite. 

 roll back (phrasal verb) – reverse, cancel, 

repeal/rescind. 

 impact (noun) – (visible/noticeable) affect, 

influence, impression. 

 food security (noun) – food security is a situation 

that exists when all people, at all times, have 

physical,  social and economic access to sufficient, 

safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary 

needs and food preferences for an active and 

healthy life. 

 more than anything (phrase) – very much; very 

badly. 

 infuriate (verb) – annoy, irritate, anger, enrage. 

 perception (noun) – notion, thought, idea, 

judgement, understanding. 

 apathy (noun) – inaction, inactivity, passivity, 

negligence, disregard. 

 plight (noun) – difficult situation, trouble/difficulty, 

quandary. 

 road map (noun) – plan/strategy to do something 

successfully. 

 simplistic (adjective) – oversimple, oversimplified, 

superficial. 

 causative (adjective) – causing something; 

responsible, contributive, contributing, deciding.    

 excessive (adjective) – immoderate, unrestricted, 

uncontrolled, exorbitant, unreasonable, 

unnecessary, needless, disproportionate, too much. 

 putative (adjective) – apparent, seeming, alleged, 

commonly regarded/considered. 

 debt (noun) – liability, financial obligation, 

borrowed capital. 

 debt trap (noun) – a situation which causes a 

damaging cycle of borrowing when someone 

cannot repay their debts on schedule. 

 tale (noun) – story, narrative, report. 

 mismanagement (noun) – 

mishandling/misconducting. 

 profligate (adjective) – irresponsible, reckless; 

unprincipled/corrupt. 

 monetary policy (noun) – monetary policy refers to 

the use of monetary instruments under the control 

of the central bank to regulate magnitudes such as 

interest rates, money supply, and availability of 

credit with a view to achieving the ultimate 

objective of economic policy mentioned in the 

Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 

 foreign exchange (forex or FX) (noun) – foreign 

exchange is exchanging the currency of one country 

for another at prevailing exchange rates. 

 besides (preposition) – except, except for, apart 

from, other than, barring, excluding. 

 remittance (noun) – money sent home by migrants. 

 set back (phrasal verb) – hinder, hamper, obstruct. 

 finish off (phrasal verb) – destroy something 

completely. 

 heavy-handed (adjective) – oppressive, 

harsh/ruthless, autocratic. 

 oversee (verb) – supervise, be in charge of, be 

responsible for, look after, keep an eye on, inspect. 

 task force (noun) – a group of people (delegation) 

sent on a mission (assignment, undertaking, or 

operation). 

 consequence (noun) – result, outcome, 

ramification, repercussion, implications. 

 livelihood (noun) – means of making a living with 

the basic necessities (food, water, shelter and 

clothing); means of support, subsistence, source of 

income. 

 shore up (phrasal verb) – support, help, assist 

someone/something from ; bolster up, buttress, 

strengthen, fortify, reinforce, underpin something 

from decline. 

 foreign exchange reserves (noun) – Foreign 

exchange reserves are the amounts of assets 

/money in foreign currencies that a country has in 

its central bank (in India, it is Reserve bank of 

India). 

 balance of payments (BOP) (noun) – The balance of 

payments of a country is the difference between all 

money flowing into the country in a particular 

period of time and the outflow of money to the rest 

of the world. 

 look at (phrasal verb) – regard, consider, think of, 

deem. 

 resistance (noun) – opposition, defiance; refusal to 

accept, unwillingness to accept. 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) (noun) – an 

international organization of 189 countries, 

headquartered in Washington, D.C., working to 

foster global monetary cooperation, secure 

financial stability, facilitate international trade, 

promote high employment and sustainable 

economic growth, and reduce poverty around the 

world. 

 last (verb) – continue, go on, carry on; stay, remain, 

persist, endure. 

 conditionality (noun) – It refers to the 

conditions/requirements attached with something. 
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 bailout (noun) – an act of providing financial 

help/support by the outside investors to a 

bank/institution/organisation which faces serious 

financial difficulty. 

 advocate (verb) – recommend, advise, urge. 

 tighten one’s belt (phrase) – economize, be 

economical, use less, cut back, budget, count the 

pennies. 

 disenchantment (noun) – disappointment, 

dissatisfaction, discontent. 

 empathetic (adjective) – compassionate/humane, 

sympathetic, understanding. 

 spiral (noun) – the process of deterioration, 

decline, decrease. 

************************************************************************************* 

The Supreme Court has rightly quashed the Tamil Nadu Special Reservation Act of 2021, or the Vanniyar 

quota law, on the ground that it was not based on updated quantifiable data. The Act had envisaged the 

distribution of the 20% quota for Most Backward Classes (MBC) and De-notified Communities (DNCs) in education 

and public employment by assigning 10.5% to Vanniyars or the Vanniyakula Kshatriya community, 7% for 25 MBCs 

and 68 DNCs, and 2.5% for the remaining 22 MBCs. Even though a superficial look at the law would give an 

impression that not just the Vanniyars but also 115 other communities have been covered, the aspect of internal 

reservation for one community — Vanniyars — had created the impression of special treatment. Such treatment 

per se is not bad in law, as caste, the Court said, can be the starting point for the identification of backward classes 

or providing internal reservation, though it cannot be the sole basis. Also, there must be pertinent, 

contemporaneous data. The Court also pointed out that no analysis had been made of the relative backwardness 

and representation of other communities in the MBCs and DNCs. 

The Court’s decision has provided relief to many by holding that the State is competent to design sub-

classification among backward classes; prescribe the quantum of reservation based on such sub-classification, and 

formulate an ancillary law, even with the assent of the Governor, to one included in the Ninth Schedule. 

Regardless of further moves by the DMK government that had defended the law in the Supreme Court, this 

episode has important lessons. No community should be allowed internal or exclusive reservation without making 

a case for it on the basis of quantifiable data. A caste-based census can help in determining the representation of 

various communities in public employment and in education. After all, it is adequate representation that holds the 

key for the special treatment of reservation. But whether caste, narrowly defined, and not the socio-economic 

indicators of the applicants, should be the basis for reservation is another issue. Tamil Nadu’s parties must take a 

relook at their position against the implementation of creamy layer rule in reservation, as otherwise there will 

always be demand for internal reservation from communities that feel left out. If the parties believe genuinely in 

the principle of equity in reservation, they should not have any problem in agreeing to the concept of creamy 

layer. Also, the demand for reservation for the economically weaker sections among the caste groups not covered 

by reservation will carry on if those seen as economically advanced continue to obtain a larger share of the 

reservation pie. Other than for the SCs and STs, the creamy layer must be excluded in providing for reservation for 

castes that qualify as backward classes. 

 

 quash (verb) – cancel, reverse, repeal, revoke, 

overrule, rule against. 

 the Tamil Nadu Special Reservation Act of 2021 

(noun) – The Special Reservation Act of 2021, which 

was enacted in consultation with Tamil Nadu 

Backward Classes Commission Chairperson Justice 

(retired) M. Thanikachalam, scooped 10.5% of the 

total 20% MBC quota for Vanniyakula Kshatriyas 

community alone, citing their “extreme 

backwardness”. Reservation in Tamil Nadu 

comprises 69% under a 1994 Act protected under 

the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution. Of the 69%, 

backward classes, including Christians and Muslims, 

get 30%; MBCs get 20%;  Scheduled Castes 18%; 

and Scheduled Tribes 1%. 

 ground (noun) – reason, cause, basis, base, 

rationale, premise, factor. 

 quantifiable (adjective) – measurable (as quantity). 

 quantifiable data (noun) – the type of data whose 

value is measured in the form of numbers or 

counts, with a unique numerical value associated 

with each data set. Also known as numerical data, 

quantitative data further describes numeric 

variables (e.g. How many? How often? How much?) 

This data type can also be defined as a group of 

quantifiable information that can be used for 

mathematical computations and statistical analysis 

which informs real-life decisions. 

 envisage (verb) – visualize, imagine, envision. 
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 Most Backward Classes (MBC) (noun) – The Most 

Backward Classes within the Backward Classes were 

identified in Tamil Nadu as early as in 1957, when 

they were considered equivalent to Scheduled 

Castes but without the factor of untouchability. 

 Denotified Communities (DNCs)/Tribes (DNTs) 

(noun) – Both the terms Denotified Tribes and 

Denotified Communities are synonymous to 

indicate one and the same groups of communities 

affected by the erstwhile Criminal Tribes Act 

(passed by the colonial government in 1871 to 

criminalize certain communities by designating 

them as habitual criminals). 

 assign (verb) – allocate, allot, give. 

 even though (phrase) – notwithstanding, regardless 

of, despite. 

 superficial (adjective) – casual, slight, outward, 

ostensible. 

 impression (noun) – opinion, view, perception. 

 per se (adverb) – in itself, themselves, intrinsically. 

 identification (noun) – recognition. 

 sole (adjective) – only, one, solitary. 

 pertinent (adjective) – relevant, appropriate, 

applicable. 

 contemporaneous (adjective) – happening in the 

same period of time. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, indicate, specify, 

mention. 

 relative (adjective) – comparative, respective, 

comparable, correlative, parallel, corresponding, 

reciprocal. 

 hold (verb) – rule; decide. 

 competent (adjective) – capable, proficient, skilful, 

talented, knowledgeable. 

 among (preposition) – one of, amongst.   

 prescribe (verb) – stipulate, lay down, specify, 

impose, set down, determine, pronounce. 

 quantum (noun) – portion, part, division, bit. 

 formulate (verb) – draw up, design, create, frame, 

work out. 

 ancillary (adjective) – additional, extra, 

supplementary/subsidiary. 

 assent (noun) – approval, agreement, concurrence, 

acceptance. 

 The Ninth Schedule (noun) – The Ninth Schedule 

contains a list of laws that cannot be challenged in 

courts. Out of 284 such laws which are shielded 

from judicial review, 90 per cent of laws are about 

agriculture and landholding. The Ninth Schedule 

was brought in the Indian Constitution on 18 June 

1951 to abolish Zamindari system.  

 regardless of (phrase) – irrespective of, without 

regard to, without reference to, notwithstanding, 

no matter, disregarding. 

 move (noun) – step, action. 

 defend (verb) – justify, vindicate, support, stand up 

for, uphold. 

 episode (noun) – a group of events; incident, event, 

affair, occurrence. 

 census (noun) – an official survey, particularly of a 

population. 

 after all (phrase) – most importantly, above all, 

ultimately, essentially, basically. 

 adequate (adjective) – acceptable, reasonable, 

satisfactory, enough, sufficient. 

 hold the key (phrase) – to have control. 

 narrowly (adverb) –  carefully, meticulously, 

scrupulously, painstakingly. 

 socio-economic (noun) – relating to the interaction 

of social (position, rank, or importance) and 

economic (income, pay, and wealth) aspects. 

 indicator (noun) – measure, barometer, standard. 

 applicant (noun) – candidate, job-seeker, 

competitor, contender, entrant. 

 relook (noun) – reconsideration. 

 creamy layer (noun) – income ceiling for Other 

Backward Classes (OBC) reservation under which 

children of persons having a gross annual income of 

Rs 8 lakh or above for a period of three consecutive 

years would fall under the creamy layer category 

and would not be entitled to the benefit of 

reservation available to Other Backward Classes 

(OBC). 

 leave out (phrasal verb) – exclude, omit, eliminate, 

drop, count out, disregard, ignore, neglect.  

 equity (noun) – impartiality, even-handedness,  lack 

of bias, lack of bigotry, fairness/justness. 

 Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) (noun) – 

Economically Weaker Section (EWS) or 

Economically Backward Classes (EBC) in India is a 

subcategory of people belonging to the General 

Category having an annual family income less than 

₹8 lakh and who do not belong to any category 

such as SC/ST/OBC across India, nor to MBC in 

Tamil Nadu. 

 carry on (phrasal verb) – continue, persist, go on, 

keep going. 

 pie (noun) – a share of something. 
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